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PRESIDENT
PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF BANGLADESH
DHAKA

09 Falgun 1416
21 February 2010

Message

The 21% February is our great ‘Shaheed Day’ (Language Martyrs’ Day) as well as the
‘Intermational Mother Language Day’. On this very significant day, I recall with deep
respect the valiant language martyrs Jabbar, Barkat, Rafig, Salam along with other
language martyrs who laid down their lives in Language Movement in 1952. I pray for the
salvation of those departed souls. On this day, I extend my sincere felicitations to multi-
lingual people around the world.

The great Language Movement is a very significant and historic day in our national history.
The spirit of nationalism that emanated from the historical Language Movement inspired
the Bangalee nation towards attaining self-sovereignty and thus we achieved our long-
cherished Independence in 1971. On this day, I recall with deep respect the father of the
nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, erstwhile member of Legislative Mr.
Dhirendra Nath Dutta, Editor Moulana Akram Khan, multi-linguist Dr. Muhammad
Shahidullah, student leader Kazi Golam Mahbub, language hero Gaziul Haque along other
veteran language leaders who contributed immensely to materialize the Language
Movement a success. The glaring spirit of the Language Movement arouses us to stand
against all sorts of injustice and unfairness. It also provides us endless inspirations to go
ahead along with fostering our own language, literature and culture.

Today, we feel proud that the International Mother Language Day is observing all over the
world in connection with the Language Movement Day. The fortitude of Language
Movement is now inspiring not only the advancement of our language, literature, culture
and heritage but also the preservation and promotion of languages and cultures of other
nations too. The observance of the ‘International Mother Language Day' makes the people
closer and strengthens the bonds of unity and amity among the people of the world.

On this day, it is my expectation that the native language and culture of different human
races would be preserved and the peace and tranquility of the world be prevailed.

Khoda Hafez, May Bangladesh Live Forever.

ah—

Md. Zillur Iiélhman
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