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Bangladesh has a thousand year old 
history in shipbuilding

There are more than 200 shipyards in 
the country, which are mainly engaged 

in building and repairing low quality 
inland vessels

Two shipyards have succeeded in 
making international classed vessels ï

and many more will come

It is ~15% cheaper to produce a ship 
in Bangladesh than anywhere else and 

the industry is expected  to grow 
significantly 

To become a major international 
shipbuilding nation expertise from high 

quality component and service 
providers etc. are required

SUMMARY: GREAT POTENTIAL IN 
SHIPBUILDING IN BANGLADESH

UDENRIGSMINISTERIET, MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF DENM ARK



3

UDENRIGSMINISTERIET, MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF DENM ARK

BANGLADESH IS A BIG MARITIME NATION

Bangladesh is a maritime nation 
with 166,000 km 2 of sea area 

and more than 200 rivers with a 
total length of 22,155 km

Ships have been built in 
Bangladesh for centuries and 

Bangladesh was once known as 
the best place in the world for 

shipbuilding

However, in recent years 
shipbuilding has primarily 
served domestic demand

Today there are ~10,000 inland 
vessels,~700 coastal vessels 

and ~180 trawlers on the rivers 
and seaways. Approximately 

90% of all import and export is 
transported by sea
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Two yards have reached 
international standards and are 

building ships of up to 8,000 DWT

Out of ~200 shipyards another 8 
have potential to build international 
ships of up to 10,000 DWT now or 

within one year

In 2008 the first ship built for 
export in decades was bought by a 
Danish company, who are now in 

the process of building 8 more ships 

~40 vessels are now in order from 
Germany, Denmark, Netherlands 
and Finland worth USD 500 mill.

INTERNATIONAL SHIPBUILDING AGAIN TO 
BOOM IN BANGLADESH

UDENRIGSMINISTERIET, MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF DENM ARK
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STELLA MOON, produced for Stella Shipping, 
Denmark By Ananda shipyard. 2900 dwt 

MULTIPURPOSE CARGO VESSEL

STELLA MARIS, produced for 
Stella Shipping, Denmark By 

Ananda Shipyard

11 CLASSED VESSELS HAVE BEEN DELIVERED TO 
INTERNATIONAL BUYERS WITHIN THE LAST YEARSé
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MPFUMU, produced for the Government of the 
Republic of Mozambique by Ananda Shipyard. 

Passenger Ship, Ro -Ro Ship + MC

CUACUA, produced for the Government 
of the Republic of Mozambique by 

Ananda Shipyard. Landing Craft Service 
Range V + MCY. 

MACHANGA, produced for the Government 
of the Republic of Mozambique by Ananda 

Shipyard. Passenger Cargo Ship + MC 

MASSIQUE, 3 identical ships produced 
for the Government of the Republic of 

Mozambique by Ananda Shipyard. 
Water Taxi, Service Range V+MCY 

SHAPLA, produced for Terres Des 
Hommes, Holland by Ananda 

Shipyards. Hospital Boat

2 identical ships produced for the  
Maldives by Ananda Ahipping. 
Maldivian Dohani Cargo Boat  
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éAND PIPELINE IS STRONG, ~40 VESSELS IN 
ORDER WITH 2 MAIN SHIPYARDS ALONE 
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Ananda Shipyard has 20 multipurpose 
vessels in order from abroad: 

10x7,500 DWT
4x6,500 DWT 
6x5,500 DWT

and 3 container ships:
3x2,900 DWT 

Western Marine has 17 multipurpose 
Cargo Vessels in order from abroad:

5x4,100 DWT
12x5,500 DWT

and 1 floating reception vessel:
1x200 DWT

The buyers are from all over the world.

http://www.wms.com.bd/wmshl

